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SUB J : PRAVDA ESCALATES WATERGATE COVERAGE 
REF: MOSCOW 5563 

1. PRAVDA AND ALL OTHER MAIN NEWSPAPERS OF MAY 24 CARRIED 
PROMPT TASS COVERAGE OF PRESIDENT NIXON' S MAY 22 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS ON WATERGATE. ( PRESIDENT’ S FIRST WATERGATE 
SPEECH ON NATIONWIDE TV HAD GONE UNREPORTED). PUBLICATION 
OF PRESIDENT’ S WRITTEN DENIALS HAD EFFECT OF CLEARLY INDICATING 
FOR FIRST TIME TO SOVIET READERS EXISTENCE OF ALLEGATIONS OF 
POSSIBLE PRESIDENTIAL INVOLVMENT IN SCANDAL. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, THERE WAS NO HINT OF SOVIET CRITICISM 

OF PRESIDENT NIXON. PRAVDA SYMPATHETICALLY QUOTED PRESIDENT 
NIXON’ S DEFENSE FOR AUTHORIZING WIRE- TAPPING AND OTHER 
CLADESTINE INTELLIGENCE GATHERING MEASURES BY THE SPECIAL 
INVESTIGATIVE GROUP IN THE WHITE HOUSE AND HIS REMAKRS ABOUT 
” CLIMATE OF SENSATIONALISM" SURROUNDING AFFAIR. PRESIDENT’ S 
EXPLANATIONS AND PROMISES TO EXPOSE ANY WRONGDOINGS EXTENSIVELY 
QUOTED. 

3. ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO HINT OF SOVIET CRITICISM OF PRESIDENT 
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NIXON, INCREASED RESPONSIVENESS OF SOVIET PRESS TO UNFOLDING 
CHAIN OF EVENTS INDICATES SOVIETS RELUCTANTLY TAKING WATERGATE 
MORE SERIOUSLY THAN EARLIER. 
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